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The following answer was returned:

To His Excellency the and the Council:Governor Honorable

The undersigned the SupremeJustices of theCourt submit
following questionanswer to the contained in resolutionyour

14, 1957, askingfiled June whether Article 49th, Part Second of the
Constitution was amended theby Questionvoters in answer to
No. 3 on the 6,ballot at the 1956, pro-November election as

theby 23,claimed Governor on November 1956.
Question byNo. 3 as framed the Constitutional Convention

(1956 222)Jour. Con. Conv. and submitted the voters onto
permit-6, 1956, youNovember "Are in favor ofread as follows:

ting business,Governor,the while absent from the state officialon
powerto have the Theauthorityand to transact such business?”
127,680 37,576 oppositionvote inthereon in favor and constituted

the necessary approval qualifiedthirds the“by two of voters
present voting subject.” Const., II,and on the Pt. Art. 99th.
After a canvass of the returns the Governor issued his proclamation
announcing the inresult which accordance with a resolution
adopted theby Constitutional Convention fixed the whendate

Conv., 13, p.it took effect. Jour. June 1956, 19.
Question No. 2 thesubmitted to at the same time wasvoters

toby abolishing rightintended to amend the theConstitution
controversyin certain civil causes where the amount inby jurytrial

wordedexceed of as it existed. It was$500 $100did not instead
in civilright by jurythe of trialpreserving“Are inyou favor of

hundredexceeds fivecontroversyvalue incauses in which the
1957) v. Rheaume23, in Concrete Co.(MayWe decideddollars?”

questionthe in the59, “givingthat wordsBuilders, 60,101 N. H.
topresumedmeaningthe must betheyto the voterssubmitted

cast ... we. . the vote wasthe electorate . whenhad tohave
akeep rightthe tomerely toballotedplain theyit thatbelieve

exceedscontroversythe value inwherein all civil causesjury trial
privilege of trial wherejurytheto abolish$500, but did not vote

is less than$100 $500.”exceeds butcontroversythe value in
inlanguage usedQuestion No. 2 thewordingthe ofUnlike
ofmeaninghave but thatthat it can oneQuestion 3 is suchNo.

thefromabsentauthorityand whilepowergranting the Governor
noThere issuch business.to transacton businessstate official

ordinary person a clear idea of“thewording gavethat itsdoubt
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voting against.”what is for Rheaumehe or Concrete Co. v.
Builders, supra, “the61. Nor is there room for asdoubt to
effect meaningand of language” “finallythe which the voters

adopted.” Gregg,ratified and Pollard N. 190,v. 77 H. 194.
If Questionthere were need meaninga to add to the clear of

3 there apresentedNo. in ofwas the Rheaume case evidence
preparedGuide” ofauthority“Voters’ under the directionand

explanations meaningthe thecontainingConvention of the of
proposed as well as of circula-constitutional amendments the wide

pamphletstion these received.
presumption fact to be“Every reasonable both of law and is

to the Con­in of the of an amendmentindulged validityfavor
people,”theits ratification bywhen it is attacked afterstitution

423)(Keenan unconstitutionalityits shouldv. 68 Idaho andPrice,
Chronicleexcept “inescapable grounds.” Seeuponbenot declared

148,N.Attorney 94 H. 151.General,&c. Co. v.Pub.
Constitutionthe to theopinionof that amendmentWe are the

thepresented toclearlyQuestion No. 3 wasbyproposed said
no to believeWe see reason6, 1956.on Novemberelectorate

gavevote therequired two-thirdscast thewhothat the voters
language.clearbyintended itsmeaning than thatotherquestion a

ConstitutionSecond, of thePart49th,Articleopinion thatIt is our
thequestion is into yourthe answerandamendeddulywas

affirmative.
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