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DepartmentIn re Petition of Dover Police

30, 1975June

for the PoliceC. orally Department.Douglas Gray, city attorney,

letter,Calderwood, in of theWalter A. by petition.support

McManus, letter and theA. by orally, against petition.Anthony

letter,Hanson, theArnold P. by against petition.

Moher,Shea, and L.WilliamP. T. C. Samuel Hays,Casey Philip Keefe
theorally, against petition.

OpinionMemorandum

court an order toPetition the of this of subjectseeking approval
Dover Courtmade the of the Districtsuch byapproval Justice

Calderwood, which a of the Dover Police De-( J.), granted petition
the offor the of a rule of court usepartment adoption permitting

thecircuit and audio withinclosed television cameras equipment
in,The that “in order to assistdistrict courtroom. petition alleged

and the of the district court” such equipmentsecurityimprove upon
to be members of the to monitoris used by police department

to be made tocourt sessions”. This use is subject“activity during
in thecertain contained petition.“provisions”

The comes within the inherentuse to be powersought approved
ofof ABA Codeof the over the its courts. Seejudiciary operation
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25,RuleCourt(2) (7) (1974);Conduct 3A and SupremeJudicial
use of1973).RSA R The(7)3A25 (Supp. general490:App.

trialsin courtroomsand audio duringtelevision cameras equipment
Inconclusions.of debate withhas been the much divergentsubject

forof sucha this useanswer to to continue same equipmentrequest
1974,7, note“we thaton stated:this courtsecurity purposes, June

25, in the(b)7 televisionCourt Rule Canon 3A prohibitsSupreme
itthink wouldcourt’... wecourtroom unless ‘authorized rules ofby
studied,areuntil time as rulesbe wise to the same suchdiscontinue

1.4, of The District andRule Rulesand Seeadopted approved.”
(1975).CourtsMunicipal

in the effective-It most factoris that a importantgenerally agreed
Ourof of court is in theirness rules operation. legisla-uniformity

committee ofcreatedture this when it an administrativerecognized
of thethe district courts. RSA 18. Oneand 502-A: impor-municipal

was recommendon this committee “totant functions conferred
rules, theuniform for businessand conductingpractices procedures

The subscribedof said of these courts themselvescourts.” Id. judges
toto this same need of when formed an associationuniformity they

discuss their mutual problems.
actionwe we should withholdare of the thatopinionAccordingly,

of theon the until a made this byisstudy subjectpresent petition
(RSAcourtsadministrative committee of the district and municipal

18) thein a committee named Newwith by502-A: conjunction
with thisfiledAssociation and until a isreportHampshire Judges

Meanwhile, theof the can be insured bycourt. courtroomssecurity
the custom.of a officer as is usualpresence police

ordered.So


