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Hampshire LegalNew Assistance, Marilyn Mahoney,Ms. law stu-
dent, Center, byFranklin Pierce SchapiraLaw brief (Jeffrey A. or-
ally), plaintiff.for the

Philip Howorth, Nashua,H. of corporation counsel, by brief and
orally, for the defendant.
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WeylGreen, E.Sheehan, Phinney, (Stephen& of ManchesterBass
of Hudson.curiae, townamicusorally), for

requires the de­Bois, us to considerThis reserved caseJ.
findings ofcity’s exceptions (Cann, J.)to Court’sthe Trialfendant

plain­theabatement ofrulings law, grantingdecree totalfact, of and
alleges that sheplaintiffproperty The homeownertiff’s 1976 taxes.

inability pay.poverty toto of andentitled an abatement becausewas
Briggs’ Petition, 547vitality 29 N.H.the ofWe reaffirm continued

goodinability payto are“poverty andwe held that(1854), in which
Nevertheless, we holdata 29 552.cause” for tax abatement. N.H.

findings supportof thefact tothat the trial court made insufficient
propertyplaintiff poor payto herthe and unableconclusion that is

findings disposition withand consistentWe remand for furthertax.
opinion.this

young She immi-a divorcee with twoJamila Ansara is children.
beengrated Hampshire Beirut, Lebanon in 1968 and hasNew fromto

receiving Dependent (AFDC)Children assistanceAid to Families with
forplaintiff per monthyears. 1976,In the receivedfor several $308

anyfromfamily.her She had no other incomethe sustenance of
monthly grant forspent the entire welfareother Plaintiffsource.

mortgage clothing.andfood, (including payments),shelter
the homewelfare,on she ownedAt the time Mrs. Ansara went
mortgageoccupies. She has been able to meet herpresentlythat she

meetingdifficultypayments income,with her welfare but has had
city granted partialayearly property 1975,tax In the herher bill.

petition andcity her for in 1976The denied abatementabatement.
1977),court undersuperior (Supp.in RSA 76:17she instituted suit
justicegrants jurisdiction appealsto and make “ashear orderswhich

requires.”

justice requires’ in RSA 76:17 has beenphrase“The ‘as
equitablesuperior court tojurisdiction uponto the issueheld confer

Durham,Chapterabating Tau Town 112in .” v.orders taxes. . . of
superiorThe is233, 592,293 593 court236, (1972).N.H. A.2d

E.g.,equity proceedings.inby principles tax abatementbound of
Further, isBoardman, 580, the burden(1879).585Edes v. 58 N.H.

anproceeding to show that abate­in a abatementplaintiffon the tax
Nashua,City 646, 392118justified.is Berthiaume v. N.H.ment of

Corp. Hanover, 115 N.H.v. Town(1978);143 DartmouthA.2d of
26, 29, 390, (1975).332 A.2d 392

plain­argument, when theIt at oral thatconceded,was
her 1976alleging poverty inability payand topetition,tiff filed her
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plain-thatholdequity her home. Wetax, had some insheproperty
pov-ofbecausethey an abatementthat are entitled towho claimtiffs

homes,equity in theirwho someinability pay,to and haveerty and
refinance,relocate,tofor themthat it is not reasonable'must show

such apublic Withoutobtain additional assistance.or otherwise
e.g.,See,plaintiffs favor.do balance in theshowing, equities notthe
(“a294, 325, (1950)326Taylor, 297, 86 A.2dv. 97Fowler N.H.

equity”). plaintiffsA show-seeking equitable must doreliefplaintiff
of existence isspent the essentialsher income is oning that all of

finding entitledisenough to sustain a that shenot, standing alone,
pay.poverty inability toof anda tax abatement becauseto

plaintifffinding the isthatWe hold that the trial court’s
byunsupported1976 propertyon her tax isentitled to an abatement

forfinding her tothat it is notnecessary concomitant reasonablethe
possessedrefinancing on home in sheor the whichrelocate to secure

publicor was to obtain additionalequity that she unablesubstantial
hearing and find­trial court for furtherWe remand to theassistance.

ings on these issues.

Remanded.

All concurred.
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