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On the basis of the record before us, we cannot say that the mas-
ter erred in finding that the cost of acquisition was $392,500 and not
$340,000. Sargent Lake Ass’n v. Dane, 118 N.H. 720, 393 A.2d 559
(1978). Contrary to plaintiff’s contention, the fact that plaintiff
made payments directly to Lehouillier in order to effect a rental
savings is not inconsistent with the master’s construction of the
agreement; defendant was the primary obligor on the mortgage and
the $52,500 was clearly part of the “lessor’s cost of acquisition.”

Nor do we find error in the master’s exclusion of Lehouillier’s
testimony that in seeking security for his loan he looked to Murray’s
ability to pay the loan and not to the property itself. The issue was
not whether Lehouillier had confidence in Murray, but whether the
mortgage was part of defendant’s ‘““cost of acquisition.” The ex-
cluded testimony was immaterial. See generally, Welch v. Bergeron,
115 N.H. 179, 182, 387 A.2d 341, 344 (1975). In any event, the
fact that Murray guaranteed the notes did not lessen the obligation
of the defendant.

Exceptions overruled.

All concurred.
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Peter (. Hastings, of Fryeburg, Maine, by brief and orally, for the
defendant.

MEMORANDUM

This case involves an ordinance adopted by Conway to keep cer-
tain street vendors out of certain high traffic areas.

- The challenged Conway ordinance is valid as a traffic con-
trol ordinance, a proper exercise of the police power delegated to the
town by the legislature. RSA 31:39; Club Jolliet, Inc. v. Manchester,
110 N.H. 172,175-76, 262 A.2d 844, 846-47 (1970). Although the
ordinance affects hawkers and peddlers, whose activities may only be
directly regulated under RSA 31:102-a (Supp. 1977), the record
strongly suggests that the town fathers were acting to relieve traffic
congestion, not to impinge upon the rights of private entrepreneurs.
See generally, Stamper v. Town of Haenover, 118 N.H. 241, 385 A.2d
1213 (1970).

- This matter comeshere prior to a final hearing on the merits.
Superior court rule RSA 491:App. R. 88 (Supp. 1977), now R. 96,
specifically discourages interlocutory appeals in criminal cases, limit-
ing them narrowly to exceptional circumstances in the discretion of
the court. We encourage superior court judges to look less favorably
upon parties’ requests for interlocutory appeals in civil cases as well,
and to exercise their appropriate function by rendering a final ver-
dict before allowing the parties to bring their exceptions to us. Such
a policy better applies judicial resources. See generally State v. Goff,
118 N.H. 724, 393 A.2d 562 (1978); State v. Doyle, 117 N.H. 789,
378 A.2d 1379 (1977).

Dismissed.




