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Because there was testimony and evidence to support the
verdict,jury’s we affirm the trial court’s denial of the motion for

judgment notwithstanding the verdict. See Langlois, 143 N.H. at
459, 726 A.2d at 1287.

plaintiffThe next thatargues the trial court inerred denying its
motion to set aside the verdict. We will set a juryaside verdict if it
is “conclusively against weightthe of the evidence” or “if it is the

mistake,result of orpartiality, corruption.” Watts,Broderick v. 136
153, 162, (1992).600,N.H. 614 A.2d 606 “Conclusively against the

weight of the evidence should interpretedbe to mean that the
verdict was one no juryreasonable could return.” Id. (quotations

omitted).and brackets

As the plaintiff thatargues only the jury verdict was against
weight evidence,the of the we limit our accordingly.review Having

that jury’sdetermined the verdict was reasonable in oflight the
it,evidence before we conclude that the verdict was not conclusively

against weightthe of the evidence. Accordingly, we affirm the trial
court’s denial of the motion to set aside the verdict.

Affirmed.
All concurred.
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for theNashua, orally,brief andbyofHarkaway,I.Barry
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(William PribisBass, P.A., B.Cleveland, of ConcordandWaters
brief, Pribis for theorally),and Mr.on theRaymentand David W.

defendant.

Moskoff,defendant, SuperioraHORTON, appealsDavidTheJ.
J.) to thejudgmentfinal defaultgrantingorder(Gray,Court

and remand.Travel. We vacateExpressAmericanplaintiff,
an action1997, againstcommencedplaintiffof thespringIn the
in amount ofalleged thea credit card debtto collectthe defendant

1997, servedplaintiffIn the$96,777.89 Augustfees.plus attorney’s
defendant, thefailed to answerthe whouponinterrogatories

PursuantCT. R. 36.thirty days. See SUPER.withininterrogatories
(Rule 36), moved forplaintifftheRule 36to CourtSuperior

days,tendefault, trial court Withingranted.which theconditional
and moved to striketo the interrogatoriesrespondedthe defendant

1997,In Novemberobjected.The plaintiffconditional default.the
havingto thejudgment plaintiff,final defaultgrantedtrial courtthe

wereinterrogatoriesanswers to thethat the defendant’sfound
appeals.defendant“woefully inadequate.” The

of Seedecision for abuse discretion.the trial court’sWe review
Bradstreet, Inc.,Trade, 122 N.H.Inc. v. Dun &American Bd. of

(1982).344, 346, 550,444 A.2d 551
in ahas resultedinterrogatoriesa failure to answerparty’sWhen

default, conditional defaultprovidesRule 36 that “[t]heconditional
interrogatoriesanswers thepartyvacated if the defaultedshall be

and to strike thereceivingof notice thereof movesdayswithin ten
mandatoryR. adefault.” SUPER. CT. 36. “Shall” denotesconditional

750, 177,Baker, 752,v. 133 N.H. 584 A.2dSee Town Hudsonduty. of
(1990). Thus, iftrial court must vacate a conditional default178 the

pre-within theinterrogatoriesanswers thepartythe defaulted
default.periodscribed and moves to strike the

to therespondedthat the defendantparty disputesNeither
pre-to default within theand moved strike theinterrogatories

before us is whether the defendantperiod.scribed The issue
so, court wasIf then the trialinterrogatories.“answered” the

the conditional default.required to vacate
twenty interrogatories, four of which theplaintiff propoundedThe

objected grounds groundto on relevance and one on thedefendant
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that it was protected product.as work plaintiffThe first contends
that the defendant waived his toright object to the questions by
failing to move to strike them before the conditional default was
granted.

Rule 36 allows a party objects anywho to of questionsthe “either
question by[to] answer the stating it is improper,[that] or . . .

within twenty days him,after the service of interrogatories upon
move to strike any question, setting out specificthe grounds of
objection.” SUPER. R.CT. 36.

The twenty-day period clearly applies only to an objection by
strike,motion to and since the defendant did not timely make such

motion,a he waived his right object byto objectionthis method. An
may also be made in the interrogatory however,response, itand is

subjectnot to a time limitation.

Rule 36 further provides:

Interrogatories, stricken,which notare shall be answered
within . . thirty days. ... or within such time as the Court
directs. The ofpropounder questiona byanswered a
statement that it is improper may, within twenty days after

him,service of the answers upon move to ancompel answer
to the question ....

Id. plaintiffThe thatargues because “[interrogatories, which are
not stricken” must be answered within thirty service,ofdays their
the defendant waived his toright object in any manner once the
thirty days had passed. however,That language, questionsrefers to
that are not by“stricken” the trial court in response to a party’s
motion. The following sentence indicates that questions answered
by objectionan may subjectbe to motions to compel an answer but
there is no language providesthat a party objectmust thirtywithin
days or waive his right conclude,to do so. therefore,We that an
objection by mayanswer be made before or after a conditional
default has granted.been

plaintiffThe also contends that the defendant’s responses were
toosubstantively inadequate to constitute “answers.” disagree.We

Rule 36 does requirenot that satisfyanswers a standard of
adequacy to avoid a final judgment,default and we conclude the trial
court erred to the extent it based its decision on such a standard.
The requires onlyrule that the defaulted party the“answer[]”
interrogatories. plainThe ofmeaning “answer” is “to orspeak write
in reply to orsomething bysaid written another.” WEBSTER’S
THIRD NEW INTERNATIONAL DICTIONARY 90 (unabridged ed.
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onlya need1961). party36 is minimal:satisfyto RuleThe threshold
thatrequirementgeneralfaith to the rule’spursuantin goodanswer

ofpurpose“frivolous or taken for theconduct that isa avoidparty
R. 36.SUPER. CT.delay.”

heobjecting,WhenHere, every question.answeredthe defendant
remainingIn to theobjection. responseof hisgroundsstated the

thatacknowledgedand address anddisclosed his namequestions, he
in amount ofcard account thechargesincurred on his credithe had

however, and$93,970. plaintiff,to theowing any moneyHe denied
ofobjected to disclosureAlthough heset forth his factual defenses.

defenses, pleadingto examine aplaintiffhe directed thelegalhis
an of hisresponse inquiryIn tofiled with the court.previously

witnesses, they yetthat undeter-he answered wereintended trial
when the determinationnotify plaintiffbut that he would themined

as themay not have been as detailedresponseswas made. While his
desired, faith.they goodshow sufficientplaintiff

defendant’s statement thatmaintains that theplaintiffThe
bad$97,777 check was evidence ofoff a debt for with apaidhe $66.69

ofdisclosurefaith, subsequentin of the defendant’sespecially light
the plaintiff.to settle the debt withalleged agreementan additional

defenses, and heto disclose his factualThe defendant was asked
raiserightand the toby alleging reservingcertain factsresponded

ofrequirementsThat to meet theadditional defenses. is sufficient
incredibilityof thedegreeRule 36 to avoid final default. The

of the case.goesdefendant’s statements instead to the merits
Moreover, theany discovery bywhile of misconductsubsequent

a basis formaydefendant in information becomewithholding
sanctions, justify judgment improperlyit does not a final default

Portsmouth,Cityunder Rule 36. v. 131 N.H.granted DaigleCf. of
(1988).319, 326, 291,553 A.2d 295

whoby partiesWhile we the causedacknowledge hardships
tactics, notengage seemingly improper discoveryin Rule 36 should

“It iseasily process. importantbe so construed to curtail the trial
merits, daydecided on their that a have his inpartythat cases be

in aidpractice procedurecourt and that rules of and shall be tools
for itsjustice trapsof the of rather than barriers andpromotion

215,419, 425,v. 143 N.H. 728 A.2d 219Douglas Douglas,denial.”
(1999) omitted). dis-favoringOur resolution of(quotation policy

merits, however, ofobligationon their does not diminish theputes
326,Daigle,to with rules. 131 N.H. atparties comply discovery Cf.

party553 A.2d at 295. even if a avoids final defaultAccordingly,
discourageother less severe are available tojudgment, remedies

answers or abuse of Rule 36.nonresponsive other
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objectsRule 36 that if aprovides party questionto a as improper,
propounderthe of the question may move to an answer.compel See

SUPER. R. propounderCT. 36. The alsomay move to a morecompel
ifspecific answer a has notquestion been answered with sufficient

clarity. See id. The trial court may award reasonable aexpenses to
party who files a motion that was bynecessitated opposingthe
party’s frivolous or conduct.dilatory See id.

Finally, the defendant raises constitutional processdue claims
that we do not reach because we decide the case on non-
constitutional grounds. Appeal 284, 285,See 142Barry, N.H.of

(1997).296,700 A.2d 297

Vacated and remanded.

All concurred.
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