THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

SUPREME COURT

ORDER

LD-2024-0010, In the Matter of Steven N. Fuller, Esquire

On September 4, 2024, the Professional Conduct Committee (PCC) filed a
recommendation that Attorney Steven N. Fuller be disbarred. The PCC’s
recommendation was based on a stipulation signed by Attorney Fuller and
Assistant Disciplinary Counsel, in which Attorney Fuller admitted “the majority
of the materials facts upon which the Notice of Charges is predicated,”
acknowledged that his failure to file an answer to the Notice of Charges caused
the allegations therein to be “admitted” pursuant to Supreme Court Rule
3T7A(III)(b)(3)(A), admitted “all materials facts found in the Petition for Summary
Suspension” filed in case no. LD-2023-0013, and agreed that disbarment is the
“appropriate sanction for his misconduct.” In the stipulation, Attorney Fuller
expressly waived his procedural rights under Supreme Court Rules 37 and
37A, including the right under Rule 37(16) to be served with the PCC’s
recommendation and to be heard on the recommendation prior to the
imposition of discipline. The PCC treated the stipulation as a “dispositive” one.
The court agrees with that treatment.

Because the PCC’s recommendation was based on a dispositive
stipulation, and because Attorney Fuller has waived his rights under Rule
37(16), it is unnecessary to serve Attorney Fuller with the PCC’s
recommendation or to provide him an opportunity to be heard on the PCC’s
recommendation prior to court action.

As a result of the PCC-approved stipulation, Attorney Fuller admitted, at
a minimum, that he misappropriated $20,000.00 in settlement funds owed to a
client; that he misrepresented to the client and to co-counsel the status of
Attorney Fuller’s remittance of those funds to the client; that he commingled
the client’s funds with his own funds by depositing the settlement funds into a
bank account that he used primarily for personal purposes; that he failed to
respond to the Attorney Discipline Office’s (ADO) requests for information in
the course of its investigation; and that he failed to cooperate with the ADO as
required by the court order that summarily suspended him from the practice of
law. The court agrees with the PCC that Attorney Fuller violated the following
Rules of Professional Conduct:

1. Rule 1.3, which requires a lawyer to act with reasonable diligence and
promptness in representing a client;
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